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Abstract 

We investigated the mechanism of occurrence order of two adjacent great interplate earthquakes, the Tonankai and 
the Nankai earthquakes, along the Nankai trough using a numerical simulation method. We set two asperities modeling 
the Tonankai and the Nankai earthquakes on a plate interface that is assumed to be flat or 3D curved, and adopt a rate- and 
state-dependent friction law to be applied to the interface. For the flat-plate interface, the occurrence order of two 
earthquakes is determined by chance when asperities are equal in size and have the same value of the friction parameter 
a-b. The smaller asperity slips first when the sizes of asperities differ, and the asperity having smaller absolute value of 
a-b slips first when the values differ. For the 3D-shaped interface modeled for the actual plate configuration, the eastern 
asperity (Tonankai) slips first and the western one (Nankai) follows when the size and the value of a-b for the two 
asperities are set equal. However, when the absolute value of a-b for the two asperities is 10% smaller than the former 
case, the western asperity slips first because the stress concentration rates at the eastern edges of the Tonankai and Nankai 
areas change order of magnitude depending on the value of a-b. 
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Fig. 1 Distribution of a-b value. (a) Flat plate boundary. (b) 3D curved plate boundary. Black lines are contours of a subducting 
plate surface. 
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Table 1 Value of constants. 
A constant Value

Subduction speed(Vpl) 4 cm/year 
Secondary wave speed(�) 3.27 km/sec
Rigidity(G) 30 GPa 
Poisson Ratio 0.25 
Rock density 2.8 g/cm3 
Water density 1.0 g/cm3 
Gravity acceleration 9.8 m/sec2 
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Fig. 2 Schematic representation of the depth variation of the 
value of friction parameters a, b, and a-b. The area 
where a-b is negative corresponds to a seismic zone. 

Fig. 3 Distribution of L value. (a) Flat plate boundary. (b) 3D curved plate boundary. Black lines are contours of a subducting plate 
surface. 
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Fig. 4 Simulation results for the model with flat plate boundary. The two asperities are equal in size and have the same a-b depth 
distribution in Fig. 2. (a) Cumulative displacements on the Tonankai and Nankai asperities. Red line is for Tonankai asperity, 
and blue line is for Nankai asperity. Red dots indicate the Tonankai earthquake slips first, and blue ones the Nankai earthquake. 
(b) Distribution of displacement due to the Tonankai earthquake. (c) Same as (b) but due to the Nankai earthquake.  

(a) (c)(b) 

(a) (c)(b) 

Fig. 5 Simulation results for the model with flat plate boundary. The Nankai asperity is larger than the Tonankai asperity, but the two 
asperities have the same a-b depth distribution in Fig. 2. (a) Cumulative displacements on the Tonankai and Nankai asperities. 
Red line is for Tonankai asperity, and blue line is for Nankai asperity. Red dots indicate the Tonankai earthquake slips first. (b) 
Distribution of displacement due to the Tonankai earthquake. (c) Same as (b) but due to the Nankai earthquake.  
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Fig. 6 Simulation results for the model with flat plate boundary. The two asperities are equal in size, but absolute a-b value of the 
Tonankai asperity is 10% smaller than that of the Nankai asperity. (a) Cumulative displacements on the Tonankai and Nankai 
asperities. Red line is for Tonankai asperity, and blue line is for Nankai asperity. Red dots indicate the Tonankai earthquake slips 
first. (b) Distribution of displacement due to the Tonankai earthquake. (c) Same as (b) but due to the Nankai earthquake. 

(a) (c)(b) 

(a) (c)(b) 

Fig. 7 Simulation results for the model with curved plate boundary. The two asperities are almost equal in size and have the same a-b 
depth distribution in Fig. 2. (a) Cumulative displacements on the Tonankai and Nankai asperities. Red line is for Tonankai asperity, 
and blue line is for Nankai asperity. Red dots indicate the Tonankai earthquake slips first. (b) Distribution of displacement due to 
the Tonankai earthquake. (c) Same as (b) but due to the Nankai earthquake. 
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Fig.9 Distribution of stress just before an earthquake slip starts. Arrows indicate initial points of 
earthquakes. (a) For the model with depth distribution of a-b value of the two asperities being 
same as in Fig. 2. (b) For the model with absolute a-b value of the two asperities being 10% 
smaller than in Fig. 2.  

>÷"��Nyz���\ 
¬�Sa-b"Äm^�Sæ�WN�WN���
"¸

yzGk¸{H0g 10%�R1+4{|&%&�´+
&��²/ Fig. 8���\�,
N�Ô+4Sòû�c
34�W�
���ç/?W��0����\��g

��"�:�S�W��d¦Õ"D���Sæ�W�

�mvno¹w"åâ"���Èá���\ 
 

Gipq 
 
>÷"���Smvno¹w"N�R/y#��(

	Sæ�W��W"
°
�/��Q'g/�3N3

�_`��
(��|&\'(�SÈ�/y#�S�

�uª�kl�y���(	S
°
/������

�¸yzGk¸{H"ÖQ�0�×?¨��Ø�0|

4©%�&�NB�
(�\�#Smvno¹w"N

�R���&���Smvno¹w"�R3#�
�

��\'(�S¬"0��B�
(�\ò�'<"m

vno¹w"��"�ç�Ù�%�"»�� Kuroki et 
al.(2002f���0��S%}K��
Ú�ç�"��
g/�%gS��|&:N��|4�3:"oH��

"�����E�/Û,+SO"E�"N�3oH�

�"UV/K�"��g/lN����(4¬±��

R1�gS//4ò8�E�/Ð�+O'��ç/Q

��N3�R»�&
�\LM"���mvno¹w

/N�3&�ò8�E�/Ð���'N��3/SE

�"Ð���zÜ�yz"R»�&
�\�R3mv

no¹w"#/SK�" a-b/C"UV"ã���g�
0�E�Û,/0gÜ3UV�Ð�+/�1S���

ã���g/�%�&��R3mvno¹w"#/�

��ç/?W��'N���\�#Smvno¹w"

N�R�y#�+4Sa-b"Äm^"N�R�O(�(
"mvno¹w�Q��^� ���NSa-b"Äm^
/�R3#�
���\'(�Sa-b"Äm^/�R3
#/S�çì"E���¨/�R1SO(�("mv

no¹w�"�GkF"6�7��0�E�Û,¢/

y#���Sa-b"Äm^/�R3#/�ç*�0gÝ
1Â3E����Þ��&�NB�
(�\ 
%&Smvno¹w/�R3��eFig. 5af/ a-b

"Äm^/�R3��eFig. 6af��S¼V¡Î/D1
��/SFig. 4a Núr��NO"M��g¨��R1
�|43�\'(�S�GkF"6�7���/��

���&�S�ç?W¡Î/D3N�GkF¡"ß[

�0|4mvno¹w�Ñ¶R(���gàá¨/�

R1��&����\ 
�GkF����¬��+&���Sæ�WN�W

"mvno¹w"FªsÅ#`"l/gN a-b "^�
y#� �+4�Sa-b"^O"�""N��0gæ�
W/��Q'���N�W/��Q'���N/��

N3�%&/(
(&\�#S�GkF��"È�/

Fig. 8 Cumulative displacements on the Tonankai and Nankai 
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Fig. 1. Plate boundary and cell division for
the simulation. (a) Those made from upper
limit of subducting plate seismicity. (b)
Those made from seismicity, seismic
reflectivity profile and tomography. (c)
Those for plane boundary with a dip angle
of 15 degrees.

Fig. 2. Schematic representation of the depth
variation of the value of friction param-
eters a, b and a�b. The area where a�b is
negative corresponds to a seismogenic
zone.
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Table 5.1.1

1990 GPS GEONET

, 2004 GPS a-b

 

3

7676

7 km

Fig. 5.1.1a

Heki and Miyazaki (2001)

1.5 cm/year

6.5 cm/year Fig. 5.1.1b

1 Composite law Kato and Tullis, 

2001

10-8 m/s 31.5 cm/year 3

Hirose et al. (2008)
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Blanpied et al., 1991; Hyndman et al., 

1995
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-0.001 -0.0001

Table 5.1.2 Fig. 5.1.1c, Fig. 5.1.2a

1

0.15 m Fig. 5.1.1d

Table 5.1.1.  
List of the great earthquakes along the Nankai trough. Data are taken 
from Ando (1999) for events before 1361, Tsuji (1999) for the 1498 
Nankai earthquake, and the Earthquake Research Committee (2001) 
for other events. The date is expressed in the Gregorian calendar. The 
broken lines denote less reliable data than those denoted by solid 
lines. Historical records may be incomplete before 1498. 
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Fig. 5.1.1.  Spatial distribution of (a) depth of the plate boundary and computational cells, (b) plate convergence rates 
(Heki and Miyazaki, 2001), (c) friction parameter (a-b) in Case 7, and (d) characteristic distance L. The broken 
blue lines denote the iso-depth contours of the Philippine Sea plate interface (Hirose et al., 2008). Areas 
enclosed by blue or purple lines represent the expected source region of the Tokai, Tonankai, and Nankai 
earthquake (Central Disaster Management Council, 2001; Earthquake Research Committee, 2001). 

 
 
 

Table 5.1.2.  Parameters (a-b) assumed in simulations, and simulation results. 
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Hacker et al., 2003

Fig.5.1.2b Rice (1992)

Table 5.1.3
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a-b Table 5.1.2 Case 1 a-b=-0.0001

Case 2 -0.0002

a-b Case 3 -0.0003

Case 8 10 -0.0008 -0.001

 
Fig. 5.1.2.  Depth distribution of (a) friction parameter (a-b) and (b) effective normal stress. 

 

Table 5.1.3.  
Typical values of parameters chosen in simulations. 
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Fig. 5.1.3. (a) Comparison of the horizontal crustal movement observed by GPS with that estimated by the Case 7 
simulation 60 years after the previous great earthquake. (b) Residual crustal movement obtained by 
subtracting simulated values from observed values. (c) Temporal change of RMS residuals for Case 7. The 
solid diamond denotes residual at the time of (a) and (b). The fixed point is the Gotsu GPS station (940075) 
in Shimane prefecture. 
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Table 5.1.4.  Parameters (a-b) assumed in simulations, and simulation results.  
 

 
 
 

 
Fig. 5.1.4.  Spatial distribution of the friction parameter (a-b) with (a-b) set negative at depths of 10 to 20 km. 
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Fig. 5.1.5.  Similar to Fig. 5.1.3 but for Case 7-6, which holds the best combination of negative a-b values and depth 
range. (a) Comparison of the horizontal crustal movement observed by GPS with that estimated by simulation 
60 years after the previous great earthquake. (b) Residual crustal movement obtained by subtracting 
simulated values from observed values. (c) Temporal change of RMS residuals. The solid diamond denotes 
residual at the time of (a) and (b). The fixed point is the Gotsu GPS station (940075) in Shimane prefecture. 
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5.1.7 Case 7 1 Fig. 5.1.8 Case 7-6 1

60 Back slip Fig. 5.1.7 Back slip

Fig. 5.1.6 Fig. 5.1.8

Fig. 5.1.6 2 Back slip 10-20 km

 

 
Fig. 5.1.6.  The back slip distribution on the upper surface of the subducting Philippine Sea slab estimated by applying 

the method of Yabuki and Matsu’ura (1992) to GPS horizontal data from 2007.4 to 2008.4. The fixed point is 
the Gotsu GPS station (940075) in Shimane prefecture. 
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Fig. 5.1.8.  The back slip distribution on the upper surface of the subducting Philippine Sea slab estimated by simulation 
60 years after the previous great earthquake in Case 7-6. The fixed point is the Gotsu GPS station (940075) 
in Shimane prefecture. 

 
Fig. 5.1.7.  The back slip distribution on the upper surface of the subducting Philippine Sea slab estimated by simulation 

60 years after the previous great earthquake in Case 7. The fixed point is the Gotsu GPS station (940075) in 
Shimane prefecture. 
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